C. FELIPE CALDERÓN HINOJOSA, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF MEXICO 
PALACIO NACIONAL, Túnel de la Mortadela, Planta baja,
Col. Centro, Deleg.Cuauhtémoc.
C.P. 06067. México, Distrito Federal  

FAX +52  555-093-4901










DATE:
Dear Mister President,

This letter is to support the residents of the Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve, in Querétaro State, one of Mexico’s most valuable protected natural areas and a source of Mexican and global pride and considered internationally of exceptional value as a replicable model in which a high level of citizen participation drives sustainable development. The grassroots civil movement´s achievements to protect, restore, educate, clean-up and develop economic alternatives for the rural poor population set a standard that continues to inspire the creation of new biosphere reserves, such as in Guanajuato State. I write to protest the unjustified installation of a high voltage power line planned by the Federal Electricity Commission (CFE) that will not have a direct benefit for the local human population and, instead, will seriously damage healthy yet fragile ecosystems and flyways for important bird species across the counties of Peñamiller, Pinal de Amoles and Jalpan de Serra, in Querétaro State.
The CFE´s proposal threatens the Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve and its integrity as a protected area of global significance as recognized by the Man and Biosphere UNESCO International network of Biosphere Reserves, the RAMSAR Convention for globally important wetlands and the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage designation of 5 baroque missions, with unique indigenous baroque facades, founded by Fray Junípero Serra in the 18th century. The above mentioned designations are testament to the striking natural beauty of the area and its value as a cultural and spiritual center not only to Mexicans but to the increasing number of tourists that visit yearly.
The Federal Electricity Commission plans to cut a path across the Reserve with a high voltage power line that will have a highly negative impact and cause irreparable environmental and socio-economic damage. The power line corridor requires a width of 20 meters which would eliminate vegetation and permanently harm many species that depend upon uninterrupted tracts of habitat. The passageway of the line and its strong radiation through Jalpan City constitutes a latent risk to the health of local families and several schools. The construction of 130 towers, each 30 meters tall along the landscape traversing the Reserve will effectively ruin the beautiful views from the highway that so many visitors admire. The CFE project would negatively influence traditional tourism as well as the 10 community ecotourism projects that are under way.  The current plan threatens to risk a proposal by the Honourable City Council of Jalpan for the declaration of this municipal seat to be named a Magic Town (by the Tourism Ministry) and more importantly jeopardizes the UNESCO status as a World Heritage Site for the Sierra Gorda region´s missions.
My understanding is that the CFE claims that this high power line, which will deliver 115kV, will improve the current facilities that currently deliver 12kV. The controversy is based on the fact that 115kV exceeds by far the region´s capacity to develop as an industrial, given the transportation challenges and distance from major cities. The proposed solution is that 34 kV, which is available in CFE energy substations to the North and to the East CFE, is ample power to serve the local demand for energy over the next ten years, according to recent analyses. The Sierra Gorda should be protected and given the modern infrastructure required for sustainable development of the region. 
Respectfully, Mr. President, I send this appeal in collaboration with Viva Sierra Gorda, a project of Earth Island Institute, to request your intervention in this situation that concerns and deeply affects the local and international community.
Sincerely, 
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